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WHEN WERE YOU BORN? 


A BOOK THAT WILL BRING YOU 
SUCCESS. YOUR CHARACTER 
TOLD, YOUR TENDENCIES EX- 
PLAINED: YOUR FUTURE INDICATED 


By CHEIRO. 


Author of ‘The Language of the Hand,’ ‘The Guide to the Hand.’ 
With Engravings Illustrating Life’s Mysterious Triangles, 


Cloth, 122 pages and Portrait. 2/9 nett, post free. 


CHETRO iz well known as the author of several popular works on 
palmistry. His purpose in thia book isto show in a clear and simple 
manner the useful and practical truth that underlies the so-called 
occult study of read ng character and disposition according to the time 
and ‘period of birth’ and the meaning of the number of each day 
and its influence on life. It will be seen from these pages how perfect 
is the mechanism of the universe, by which personal characteristics, 
and even details as to health, may be traced. The sceptical will be 
interested in the amazing ‘science of numbera’ here expounded, whilst 
the earnest student will find the book of great use. 
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Coxtents—Psychology of the Will, Mind and Body, Auto-Sugges- 
tionin Theory, The Willan} Health, The Will and Education, Will 
Power and Memory Training, Will Power and the Creative Imagina- 
tion, Will Power in Busioess, Will lower and the Development of 
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Gpiritualists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, fe (2 
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fast, no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley Wattr, 
Proprictress- 
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Of the more serious books dealing with the ethics and philosophy of 
Spiritualism I will only direct the readers’ attention to two :— 


‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A., and 
‘Psychic Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 
of Natural Law,’ by V. C. Desertis. 


To such who wish to obtain some knowledge of the higher aspects 
of Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two works, 
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A PERSONAL NARRATIVE. 
With a Preface to the English Edition by A. FE. WAITE. 
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(Reraintep From * Licut.’) 


28 pages and cover, 2)d. post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


DO THE DEAD DEPART? 


And Other Questions. 
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THE MAGIC USE OF SCENTS, 


A 20 page pamphlet, fits pocket, explaining the use of perfumes in 
daily life; how it affects the finest vehicles of the y, aasiating 
in meditation, concentrating, steadying thought, strengthening 
the memory, developing trance and other phases of the indi- 
viduality. Taken from yory ancient sources ; quaint and curious. 
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tion, The Accession of New Thought. 


In beautiful artistic oeerd S 171 pages. 
Price 1s. 2d. post free net. 
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PHOTOGRAPHING THE 
INVISIBLE. 


Practical Studies in Spirit Photography, Spirit Portraiture 
and other Rare but Allied Phenomena. 
By JAMES COATES, Pu.D,, F.A.8. 
With ninety Photographs. 

In this work the Author traces the history of ‘Spirit Photography’ 
during the past forty years, and gives a lucid account of its remarkable 
progress in America and in the Britizh Isles. 

Cloth, 400 pages, 5/4 post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.0. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE STARS, 
A BOOK OF OLD WORLD LORE. 
By ROSA BAUGHAN. 


In Three Parts—ASTROLOGY, CHIROMANCY, PHYSIOG- 

NOMY—to which are added Chapters on the Significance of the 

Moles of the Body astrologically considered, the Mystical Wheel of 
Pythagoras and the Methods of Working it. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Illustrated with Ten Plates. 
Published at B/=. Cloth, 272 pages. A few copies only for sale 
at reduced price of 8/= post free. 
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WORKS OF B. W. WALLS 


A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP. 


This usefol handbook has been compiled by Ma. E. W. snd 
Mas, M. H. Wauwis. It will be found of real service to those who 
wish to cultivate mediumship and understand its philosophy; The 
work is divided into three sections, viz. : ‘ Mediumshi xplained, 
‘How to Develop Mediumahip,’ and ‘ Paychical Self-Culture,’ The 
volume has been cordially commended by the entire Spiritualist 
Press, and the leading writers and lecturers in the Cause. Parts 
II. and IIT., neatly bound, can be had bepernsdy at 1s, 2d. each, 
ic free, or the complete volume, bound in cloth, 312 pp. can be 

ad at 48. 4d. per copy, post free. 


SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE, 


This work has been prepared by Mr. and Mrs, WALLIS to show 
the connection between Biblical and Modern Spiritualism. It deals 
with: Inspiration and Mediumship ; The Prophet Mediums; The 
Word of God; Angela: Who and What are Thoy?; Tho Endot 
Seance; Spiritualism Past and Present ; The Psychio Powers o 
Jesus; Good Conditions indispensable ; The Spiritual Teachings a 
Jesus; The Spiritual Experiences of Peter, Stephen, Philip, and 
Paul; Biblical and Modern Psychic Phenomena ; God in Man, on, 
‘The Christ of God.’ Bound in stiff boards, 104 pp,, price 1a. net 
post free Is. 14d. ; cloth covers, post free, 1s. Od. 


SPIRITUALISM EXPLAINED, 


In Seven Trance Discourses, through the Mediumship of Mn, Waws 


Contents.—'The Return of the Dead’ ‘The Mesango of th 
Dead to the World’, Through Hell to Heaven’ "Spiritualism: 
Its Foundation'—* Spiritualism : Ita Revelations’ ‘Spiritual! 
Its Confirmations’ and ‘The Education Problem from a Spirit 
Point of View.’ Paper cover, 104 pp., 18,, post free Is, Id 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


ighly probable that the psychology of the future 
in a study of the sleep state the key to many 
waking life. There is every reason to believe 


ose but much in the way of education and 
Mr. Gerald Balfour, in an article in a recent 
tion between Maat minds, the ace of 
riences of it being due simply to the fact that 
us transmitted only occasionally come to the 
f ithe. ‘mind. It is doubtless so with sleep 
he effects are felt in a variety of ways in 
ly 1 vigour of mind and clearness of purpose, 
y | » in depression and foreboding, but only in 
ances is the subject of such influences able 
m. to their true source—the life lived on 
plan 18 of ' experience during slumber. 
ee 
s not unlikely that the phenomena of genius will be 
1 to be related not remotely to the nocturnal influence 
tive world. Some of our greatest poets have 
suggestive way to the debt they were under to 
ision and inspiration. 
. . Yet I must not forget 
quiet with his poppy coronet : 
vhat there may be worthy in these rhymes 
artly owe to him. 
1s wrote Keats in his exquisite ‘Sleep and Poetry, 
hich is full of significant references to the inspira- 
mthered in his dream life, Of Keats we are told 
had in his eyes the expression of one who had 
some Blorious sight. Doubtless he had beheld 
fe al vision not of this world. Shakespeare, in the 
jonnet, makes a curious allusion which may 
p 10 me bearing on the point :— 


No , neither he nor his compeers by night 
f ng@himaid . . 
‘ He s, nor that affable familiar ghost 
Which nightly gulls him with intelligence. 


rified dreams there must be many thousands of 
record. But we are not thinking 80 much of 


®, which goes deeper than the physical 
‘and which can be traced at times to some subtle 
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waking life. ‘They are not easy to deseribe—the outlines 

are too faint. And yet to many who have noted these 

things without any clear idea of their meaning the theory 

of aclose relation between sleep and the inspirations of daily 

life may prove highly suggestive. There is much in the 

literature of our movement which bears more or less 
directly on the question. Perhaps some of the writers who 
contribute to our ‘Friends in Council’ pages may find 
something to say on the matter. We feel that the subject 
contains possibilities of elucidating much that in daily life 
puzzles the observer who has not learned to take due 
account of the deeper side of human nature, 


Many of us have derived amusement in the past from 
the curious attitude taken up by some of the writers in the 
Press towards such psychic phenomena as they themselves 
encounter. A sensational account is published, and 
generally there is added the opinion that the attention of 
scientists should be called to the subject, or possibly that 
scientific persons are already concerning themselves with 
the phenomena in question. It is as though a man should 
discover a strange plant and announce his intention of 
having it inspected by the local doctor or clergyman, with- 
out reference to the question whether or not the doctor or 
the clergyman happened to be ‘also a Dolanist. It would 
seem a piece of ordinary commonsense that the best 
authority on psychic phenomena would be some person who 
was equipped with knowledge and experience in that par- 
ticular direction. He might, of course, be a scientist in the 
ordinary sense of the term, but more probably he would 
not, for hitherto Science has confined itself almost exclu- 
sively to the world of the senses. 


Dr. Hyslop, in an article on the difficulties of medium- 
istic investigation, in the ourrent issue of the Journal’ of 
the American Society for Psychical Research, touches on 
tho question in a penetrating fashion, ‘To him the appeal 
to the scientific man appears especially unpromising, because 
of the scientist's ‘tendency to dogmatic limitations of his 
knowledge,’ Dr. Hyslop, in fact, thinks the layman pre- 
ferable in some respects :— 

It is the ordinary layman who exhibits the proper patience 
with the phenomena of psychic research, rather than the 
scientific devotee. Whether it is because he has learned that 
he cannot control the phenomena as he desires, or because he has 
the time to spend in the work, makes no difference, He has 
learned the lesson which the scientist has still to learn, 

Those of our readers who are also laymen as regards 
science may well be encouraged in their investigations into 
psychic phenomena by Dr. Hyslop's words, 


Mr. Pickwick, when he entered the court on the 
oecasion of that celebrated case, ‘Bardell v, Pickwick,’ 
expressed his astonishment that the counsel who was to 
represent him should be able to exchange friendly greetings 
with the counsel on the other side. And no doubt many 
young {Members of Parliament, on making their first 
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acquaintance with the ‘House,’ view with similar feelings 
the spectacle of orators in opposite camps dining amicably 
together after belabouring each other in debate. It takes 
so long for some people to realise that intellectual hostilities 
need never interfere in the slightest degree with the 
existence of respect and even affection between the con- 
testing parties. We find it quite easy to be on friendly 
terms with persons whose views on some subjects we 
strongly oppose. What we do not find easy is to enter 
into the feelings of those who consider that honest 
differences of opinion should logically involve personal 

animosity. There is an element of moral weakness in this 

inability to discriminate between the man and the opinion. 

It is quite possible to hold the man in high esteem and 

at the same time to wage war against his doctrines. 


In ‘The Origin and History of Reincarnation’ (The 
Power Book Company, 22 6d. ne!), Mr. S. George presents 


aeeptance of which he considers to be due in many cases 
to personal vanity, and after a reasoned statement of his 


intention of reopening it. Those wbo desire to see the kind 
of arguments used on each side will do well to consult Mr. 
George's book. 
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SPIRITUALISM, A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE. 


Br W. H. Evana. 


(Continued from page 316.) 


Sori, Measversxe. 
It has been said that al] senses are a modification of wack 
Contact in some form is needed before consciousness interprets 
the various vibrations which come to it. Every focalised onire 
of consciousness has the power to extend itself in such a manner 
that it can acquire knowledge in ways more direct tban by the 
usual five-sense method of perception. The facts of Spirituslam 
prove that all things have their specific aura, and that this eon 
has the quality of reention. By contact with the aura mad 
can be learned of the past and present, and even the [ature ae 
be outlined. This psychometric, or soul-measuring, faculty lnk 
up the past, present, and fature into one grand synthers 
Nothing happens that is unrecorded, nothing is ever really ea 
Nature’s memory is perfect. ‘What is done in secret shall k 
proclaimed upon the housetops,’ and even stones can cry ot 
Whoever has stood within the ruins of some ancient ask « 
abbey and has experienced a sense of change stealing over his 
will know that the very atmosphere of the place is saturated with 
old-time conditions. They are lingering around the grey, liches- 
covered stone, and when the psychometric sense is exercise] the 
ghosts of past events march before us in all the brave army df 
forgotten glory. This wonderful sixth sens, as it is emeins 
called, opens up wide possibilities, and is franght with may 


our places in the musical scale we shoald have no dificalty & 


it ismow. For we shall have that inner and interior knowkig: 
of bow to 90 blend the different auras a: to be prodactive of the 
best results 

The aura which surrounds as may be said tole make op dd 
living light Science is already on the verge of ite investigation. 
It registers all moods and conditions of the physica] machine, 


warnisg stare, gathere] throagh ovetect with cncther’s sea 
pever deceive umd should therefore always be bowled, thoagh oF 
neat wot allow them to tempt a: into cultivating s pices 
attitede of mind 

There ie a wast Geld for the exerci of the peypchomete 
pererptioe, bat, owing to the fact thst it ip oct a remognimlie we 
it should be, persoms who pumem the gift etercive it mainly & 
te wivice ts thom who week tat mo wochetime This et 
a wench the feals of the semsitive a it is the fackt of the ge 
which we live, aad of the eurcawcing eepticiem rrgeriing met 
facalty that extil quite recemily bed eway, 
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Its use among the members of the medical fraternity will 
yet win a well-deserved recognition, ani thr ough the exercise 
of the elairvoyant and psychometric sense, the exvteric 
of diagnosing disease will, to some extent, 


method 
be superseded Ly the 
The combination of the two will doubtless lead to the 
one supplementing and supporting the other, and in thi+« way 
‘the true mature of disease will be reached by methods less clumsy 
: an many which obtain at the present time I can do no better 
is give the following description of what may be called the 
ual aspect of Nature. It is from Vol. III. of * The Great 
J by A. J. Davis :-— 


, ‘Our room, together with the individuals in it, was all illa- 
Each human body was glowing with many wlours, 
Jess brilliant. The figure of each individual was enve- 
= light atmosphere, which emanated from it. The same 
jon extended up the arms and over the entire bly. The 
d one sphere of light surrounding them, the heir another, 
another, and the cy still another. The head was very 
the emanations spreading out into the air from four 
as many feet. 
Ae or novelty of this view overwhelmed 
J astonishment and admiration. I could not com- 
meeid » not feel perfectly certain that I was living 
it seemed that earth, with all its inhabitants, had 
ed smto something like an elysium. I knew then 
: oo aa describe my perceptions ; bence, I 
La pt the slightest exclamation or utterance, but om- 
> ot beerv witha feeling of unutterable joy 2nd reverence 
pIne more, I not only beheld the <-terivrs of the 
b room clothed with light, as they were, bat I 
their interiors, and hence the hidden svarces uf 
pation In my mstural or orlinary ate, 
e “organs of the human viscera; bat sow I 


Lies 


as = sheet of glass! It was invested with 
~ Yt looked illaminated as a city. 

al weeded caires of light, envelopei by 

to itelfi I did ab pas tha glagihen 


Se b 
Se  Deoald easily discern the form and «iz: of the 
Set eed setemsity of ita emanstions This view, 


Pe 
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fame; the venow col, 


a ark, purple light ; the 
Wow, « bright, livid sheet 


A Gre, which omeéantly remitled 
me of the electric phenmnena of the clhrade I cow every 
ligament, tendon, cartilaginoss 2nd wemlexnous eractere, 
iuminated with different sheets aud magnetic contre of liviog 
light, which indicate] the presence of epirites! principle 
Thus I nt only mew the real phys al stroctures thessaeiret, 
but aleo their indicclfing eeence: znd elementa And I koew 
the individuals had garments opve them, becane 1 oval) oe 
elemnent of vitality, more or les ditinc, in every Ghre of cloth 
ing upon their perewme And yet, as you would bok, by om act 
of volition, from the Dlisters om a pane of glam, through 1, & 
the objects or scenes beyond ; w I could diwern, and that with- 
out a comecions effort, the whole mystery and bewuty of the 
human econowy, and enjoy the illumination which th< ten thowssad 
flames of the golden candla off life imparted tw every arepoe, 
pillar, cawter, window and dome of the living temple 


(Ts be continucd) 
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WORM-PHILOSOPHISINGS. 


"The Confessions of an Irreligicus Man’ iv the tithe fl 
striking article in the July *Quen’ by Mr. J. Arthor Hill Mr 
Hillean understand the wyticeem of Emerem He vom 
having at times felt the presence of the Over-Soul anand ad 
within. His irreligion comeista on the que baod ina revolt [eve 
the bell-Gre sermons of bie logbesd which mole bie 24 aly 
bate, bat despixe and cdewn, (ici, end oo the ber, in bie 
inability to attach the word * persveal ' to * the Something which 
lies behind the veil of the phyrical enivers' emi which * bet ov 
attributes that will go into words Ar the Hioiow of three 
thousand years ago aw, sething an be preliatei dit =~ All 
that we can esy of it i, No, Na”* Me Hill ootiows :— 

We know as much of the physical awivers (in Hatley 
Hustration) a a worm in a Sower-pt os s Lowics lnlony 
knowe of Leadon tel Lf we ovabi me ints the worms mini, 
could see it philosophising, arguing (rom the arrangemeats of ts 
flower-px% that some very great an] powerdal worst wot bere 
male it with the special needle and dedre: of ewaller forms © 
mind, should we mt smile? A wiser worm might we beyued 
the pt, and might worship the muiderrvast, oo whow will sai 
power the moisture and other life comfiticgns of the pt-we) de 
pended, bat who clearly lived in a higher and wider world, wth 
imterests which bad so apparest cvseectie with the wore tribe. 
Acd a «ill wieer worm—ae Heriert Spencer or s Shakers 
worm—might ey: * No, the whole is bigger than that = There 
are powers alewe the waiderrvant (iol, powers which mey, 
indeed, care [or worms in 2 way, bot which bave sims aed inte- 
rests entirely beyond worm creprebeason. 38s the mata of 
Cheese Betoge we cap form mo trucidee I! we thick of them, we 
think of thea a glorified worms; bet they are Ot me «CAD! we 
con my of them ic ~ No, 20.” Therefore the eneible thing & do 
(amd bere the wise and somewhat cynical worm qutes Voltaire) 
is culticer metre jordin —do tbe bet we can with corse! ve: and 
eer flower-px, and ot wade mock tine ic making gece 
which, in the mature of the cam, most be wromg” The other 
worm which worshippe! the maiderrant of 8 spertl eupet-worm 
would exclaim againd this as a Mend of athe and eoperci- 
tion ; and the vermomorghic theologian and phdowgber would 
even cal) for take and fagg%, of their Gower-px eysivelest 

Mr. Hill. thomgh be begen his articke by couiewing bis 
irreligicesmes, asks whether, after all, bie wied & irreligives 
*“Woeld Gol mt rather even be deol thas wregly a= 
ceived of I’ 


“PSYCHOPHASMS AND SKOTOGRAPHS.” 


Weshall in the wext ieee of * Loci’ comemence ss fall report 
of the interesting lectare by Mie Felis BR. Saatcherd 
“Pepchopbeses and Sktograpes, which she gave Ww the 
Members of the Lowden Spirtaslut Allie in May lea We 
regret that for varices reasons the poblicatee of thu ralesble 
and suggedive Addree: har been delayed bat vcr reader will 
have the pleasure, which they would nt otherwise have bei, of 
eexing the poctruit of the speaker. a we chal] give 6 eeprodoctrm 
A = recent pltograph of Mies Seatcherd, takes specially for ox 
im * Lace’ 


Teese ice world of differcoce between wey demrvering thr 
eptrites! world by besesay of by on istellectas!l proces and wy 
disorveriog & by He dwelling ic mer ami lic i. (ne it objective 
and the other vs growth froe the within oct —Dee LK. Pee 
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SCIENCE AND IMMORTALITY. 


Tae Arproacu by Grapvuatep Steps To SriairvaLisM 


By Joun Rutnerrorp (Roken-py-THe-S#a). 


(Continued from page 321.) 


No Herp rrom ‘ Psycuonoay.’ 

The problem of immortality receives little or no aid from the 
numerous systems of psychology. In fact, modern psychological 
science dispenses altogether with the soul. The late Professor 
James, who is the author of the ablest psychology published, 
candidly states that 
psychology is but a string of raw facts, a little gossip and 
wrangle about opinions ; a little classification and generalisation 
on the mere descriptive level ; a strong prejudice that we have 
states of mind and that our brain conditions them ; but nota 

single law in the sense in which physics shows us laws, At 
present psychology is in the condition of physics before Galileo, 
and the laws of motion, or of chemistry before Lavoisier. 


The psycho-physiolugists teach that ‘thought is a function 
of the brain.’ Says one of these scientists :— 

Not only consciousness, but every stirring of life depends on 
fanctions that go out like a flame when nourishment is cut off, 
The phenomena of consciousness correspond, element for element, 
to the operations of special parts of the brain. The destruction 
of any piece of the apparatus involves the loss of some one or other 
of the vital operations ; and the consequence is that, as far as life 
before us only an organic fanction, not an 
expression of that imaginary entity, the soul. Sensation has its 


definite organic and as decay with the natural 
bar Nans it is quite impossible for a mind accustomed to 


realities to suppose any capacity of sensation as surviv- 
ing when the machinery of our natural existence has stopped. 

To this I am moved to say that there is more in earth and 

Heaven than is recognised in this wholly physical philosophy. 
A generation led by those who are merely physically scientific 
in their whole habit of reasoning is naturally sceptical about 
what cannot be tested by visible experiment, distrustful of what 
are called spiritual necessities, and even distrustfal of the moral 
‘faith on which their physical science itself—unconsciously to 
themselves—conatantly depends. If one dogmatically asserts 
that all questions of fact, whether about things or persons, must 
be decided by material tests only, and rejects hyper-physical 
supports as abstract or fanciful, the issue of human death is 
removed from reasonable investigation, along with the removal 
of the visible and tangible medium which connects the conscious 
person with physical science, Only, ay already said, the same 
dogmatic assumption is boand to remove, along with this quea- 
tion, all scientific questions together, for natural science at last 
depends upon faith that ix hyper-physical. Unless we hyper- 
physically awume the rationality or trustworthiness of the 
Universal Power, Nature must remain scientifically uninter- 
pretably beyond the momentary datum of actual feeling—which 
isolated datum per # is unintelligible. 

‘Tae Faxos or Ceneunatiueric Marentatiom Draws.’ 

It is interesting to note that the late Profesor William 
James, the eminent American philosopher, who took an immense 
interest in Paychical Mesearch, who was once President of the 
Society, and who, I believe, ultimately accepted Spiritualism, 
has ably replied to materialists on the question of *fanctional 
dependence.’ He states that 
when the who thinks that his science cuta off 
all hope of immortality pronounces the phrase, ‘Thought is a 
function of the brain, he thinks of the matter just ay he thinks 
when he ‘Steam is a function of the tea-kettle, ‘Light isa 
function of the electric cirenit,’ ‘Power is a function of the 
moving waterfall,’ In these latter cntes the several material 

objects have the function of inwardly creating or engendering 
their effects, and their function must be ealled productive func 
tion, Just so, he thinks, it nvust be with the brain, 

The error of thi is clearly shown. Our brains have trans- 
misire functions, are, avit were, ‘coloured lenses in the wall of 
Nature, admitting light from the super-solar source, but at the 
cane time tingelng and restricting it.' Profemor James holds 
that ‘in strict logic the fange of eerabraliatic materialism are 
drawn.’ Bat, ‘ask for any indicatiun of the exact process 


er its eis 
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either of transmission or of production, and Science confesses 
her imagination to be bankrupt. She has, so far, not the least 
glimmer of a conjecture or suggestion—not even a bad verbal 
metaphor or pun to offer.’ 


IDENTIFIABLE AS PsycHE AND Puysicus, 


Although materialism is, I may say, capable of castingadoult — 


on immortality, it can do no more. Itis without proof ; presents 
only assertions. 
actual facts of Spiritualism, an absolutely positive case is estab. 
lished. 
self. The physical organs may exhaust themselves, and the 
psychical be as yet, consciously, only at the threshold of con- 
ceived possibilities. Whatever we were, we are now become 4 
two-fold personality. All languages, of all men, in all times, 
confirm the universality of this conception that we ourselves 
are identifiable as Psyche and Physicus. The physical we 
recognise as that part of animal heredity that must be surren- 
dered ; the psychical only are the incomplete functions. Ifa 
man were as yet purely animal, he could lie down content to die 
when the body becomes exhausted ; but as a psychical being, he 


We eat and live bodily in order to serve the psychical 


When, on the other hand, we come to the — 


is appalled with the thought of stopping. And there are un — 


counted numbers who lack the environments to bring them to 
their best, and who, with occasional longing, submit to the tem- 
porary conditions, To these, conscious of possibilities of character 
ineffably nobler than they realise, the next life—as demonstrated 
by Spiritualism—opens so full of promise that they may indulge 
in no dreams of it too extravagant. Take one whose heredity 
has been, by the error of a inother, stamped with grossness. 
Environments of pure sisters and honourable associates do much 
to recast or save him ; but heredity demands that the environ- 
ments shall not include the flesh and the fleshly appetites, I can 
conceive many such struggling through life, and at last delivered. 


TrivMPHANT, Proor or UNenbina Srinirvan Lire. 

Spiritualism is rich in the most potent facts, and proved 
cases of identity of spirit return. We remind the hyper- 
scepticof the laws of scientific induction, and the uniformity of 
the laws of Nature. John Stuart Mill says :— 

When a chemist announces the existence and properties of 
newly-discovered substance, if we confide in his accuracy, we 
feel assured that the conclusions he has arrived at will hold 
universally, though the induction be founded on a single 
instance. Here, then, is a general law of Nature, inferred 
without hesitation from a single instance ; a universal proposition 
from a singular one. 

When, however, the facts are out of the common or ordinary 
category, and pertain to the supersensuous, it ia difficult to per- 


suade a certain order of minds to make an ‘induction’ from — 
either a single unimpeachable case or ten thousand, And John — 


Stuart Mill has stated in his autobiography that no amount of — 


evidence would ever convince him of the trath of ‘second- , 


sight’ or clairvoyance! It is evident that the hyper-aceptic 
lacks an adequate development of some centre in the brain 
which enables the mind to affinitise with spiritual truth, The 


old phrenologista termed this centre ‘Wonder’; the more — 


modern— Spirituality.’ Its function ia to give a love 
of the new and wonderful, and dispose to n belief in the 
supersensuous. Candidly we must admit that to the spiritually 
blind our facts appeal in vain for recognition. Our extensive 
literature teems with thoroughly authenticated and unique 
instances of spirit return. Space will not permit me to quote 
many of these cases, but what lam short of in quantity is, 1 
believe, made up in quality. They are taken from the publica- 
tions of the Society for Vaychical Research. In the first case 
the medium was the Rev. Stainton Moses, M.A. (Oxon,), one of 
the original members of the Council of the Society, and oceupy- 
ing un important literary position, In August, 1474, he was 
waying with his friends, De. and Mrs, Speer, at Shanklin, 
in the Isle of Wight. A message was received purporting to 
comé from Abraham Florentine, stating that he had died at 
Brooklyn, New York, on the Sth of that month in that year. 
He further mid he was in the war of 1812, and the words, ‘A 
month and seventeen days,’ were added, These were afterwarls 
found to refer to his own age when he died, being that much over 
cighty-three years. Inquiries were instituted, and the military 
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authorities of New York State reported that Abraham Florentine, 
4 private in a regiment of New York Militia, served in the war 
“referred to. Dr. Etigene Crowell, of Brooklyn, undertook to 
e further inquiries, and in a letter dated February 15th, 
1875, he says that in the Directory he found the name of Abra- 
‘ i peeeniine On calling at the address given, he met a very 
pectable elderly lady, with whom the following conversation 
‘on os — 

Does Mr. Abraham Florentine reside here?—He did reside 
here, but is now dead 


— May Tinguire whether you are Mrs. Florentine, his widow?— 
Tam. 


la Task when he died?—Last August. 
At what time in the month ?—On the 5th. 
hat was his age at time of decease?—Eighty-three. 
he pass his eighty-third year (—Yes, his eighty-third 
bir ‘ / wis the previous June 8th. 
Was he engaged in any war /—Yes, in the war of 1812, 


undoubtedly none of us ever heard of re 

ine, nor had any of us friends in America who could 
us news of what went on there. As a plain 

ruth, I repeat that both names and facts were 

hown to us. 

M4 . H. Myers, author of ‘ Human Personality and its 

fter Physical Death,’ investigated this case, and very 

de med it one of great evidential value. 

(To be continued). 


\UD, HYSTERIA, OR MEDIUMSHIP? 


ron Gay recently gave in the ‘ Uebersinnliche 
unt of a curious case which came under his notice 
in his professional capacity at the district court 
esident had invited the doctor to remain during 
this case, as he thought it might be of special 
m. After the ordinary business of the court had 
the accused were brought in—a pale, delicate- 
ineteen years old, Maria Jacovcic by name; her 
le farm-labourer ; and the girl’s atepmother. 
lice-inspector, in giving evidence, stated that a few days 
y, hen he had this family under observation, he found 
m of Jacovcic's cottage a large assembly of men 
d nm who were attentively listening to a sermon 
hy al was in the act of delivering whilst 
| stretched on a couch, her head being covered with a 
She spoke about Christ and the Virgin who was 
have appeared to her on several occasions. 
the inspector had with difficulty pushed his way 
da the couch, the girl suddenly exclaimed : * It is a quarter 
1’ This proved to be correct. The inspector now pulled 
of ‘the girl’s head, which made her start up as if she 
wakening from sleep. The crowd began to murmur 
of this interruption, and on the inspector declaring 
ransaction to be nothing but fraud and imposture, 
ustica ingeniously remarked ; ‘If so, why don’t you 
tion as good as the girl’s 7’ 
her of the girl was next examined and called upon to 
charge of having allowed an irregular assembly 
and of having obtained money by these pro- 
erent that he could not be made answerable 
w state of his daughter. ‘I have,’ he exclaimed, 
in the people nor have I refused them admittance, 
y left some money, 1 have invariably used it for 
2 ’ Under further cross-examination he gave a 
eoout nt of the various incidents, which coincided in 
y with the girl’s own teatimony and that of her satep- 


cal 


( sam plea that she had three little children at 
on her, The poor girl herself was ordered to 


after the trial was over, the doctor visited 
of a police official where she was detained 
to the infirmary, At his request she gave 
jexpsteouy truthful account of everything 
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that had led up to her present condition, The year previous to 
her arrest she had gone for the first time into service, working 
all day in the maize fields, and sleeping at night in a hay-loft. 
One moonlit night, when descending from the loft, she per- 
ceived cats approaching her from all sides, and even flying 
about her, Startled by such an uncanny occurrence, she re- 
ascended quickly the ladder to find safety in Ker humble 
sleeping-place. From this moment she fell ill and had in cons 
sequence to return home. Her father obtained some medicine 
warranted to cure any kind of illness, but in spite of it she got 
worse and suffered cruelly from insomnia. One evening, when 
she had retired carly to bed, she saw the window being slowly 
opened, and although it was perfectly calm outside, she felt a 
gentle wind blowing on her face whilst her bedclothes were 
pulled by some invisible hand. Suddenly she heard loud 
rappings on the table and curious noises all over the room, Her 
father lit a lamp to ascertain the cause of these disturbances ; 
immediately two books which had been lying on the top of the 
stove were thrown at him, From henceforth, every day, and in 
the presence of the other occupants of the cottage, furniture, as 
well as various household articles, were pushed about, and when- 
ever a lamp was lit it was immediately extinguished by some 
mysterious influence, The girl further testified to having seen 
on two separate occasions adog and a big snake crouching behind 
a chest, A few days later, when her little sister had accidentally 
left the kitchen door open, a pot standing on the hearth, and 
containing the midday meal, was suddenly placed on a piece of 
wood which had previously been raised from the floor, and thus 
carried up to the loft and back to the kitchen, the wood being 
finally deposited on the stairs in the exact place where the girl 
had indicated it would be found. 

The parents now took their daughter to a neighbouring 
monastery that the monks might pray over her. From that 
time the noises and the strange proceedings stopped, but the girl 
fell repeatedly into a trance-like sleep, talking and preaching 
whilst in this state. According to her own assertion she had on 
awakening no recollection of what she had been saying. Her 
father, however, under cross-examination, stated that when she 
awoke from her first trance, which had lasted for about half an 
hour, she exclaimed : ‘High up! high up!’ at the same time 
telling her people that she had seen Heaven, After this she 
began to converse with invisible beings. ‘Oh, it is you, Medven 1’ 
she called out on one occasion, ‘ you have been killed by the fall 
of atree.” (A man bearing this name, and well known in the 
village, had lost his life by such an accident.) 

‘How can these phenomenal occurrences be explained ?' 
asks the doctor. In reply to his own question, he states that 
three hypotheses might be pat forward; Fraud, hysteria or 
mediamship. Taking all circumstances into consideration, he 
considers the two first not tenable, but admits the last. Finally 
summing up his pereonal observations, he remarks somewhat 
ironically: ‘If these incidents had happened two or three 
hundred years ago the poor girl would certainly have been burnt 
as a witch, but in our time we are more humane and more 
enlightened ; we merely throw the father into prison and detain 
the girl at an infirmary, probably to be transferred later on to a 
lunatic asylum, if not convicted a priori of utter fraud, These 
proceedings may kill the girl; in fact, if her prophecy prove 
correct, she will pass away within a year, But nothing can be 
done,’ regretfully concludes the doctor, ‘now that “ official 
science ” has spoken, which does not recoguise psychic phenomena 
and designates the students of the occult as mere fantastic 
dreamers.’ F, D, 


Tum Union or Lonpvon Srinitvuatiars will hold their Annual 
Conference with the Little Ilford Society at their Hall, Third- 
avenue, Manor Park, on Sunday next. At 3 p.m, paper for 
discussion by Mr, Percy Scholey. Tea at 5. Public mecting at 
7 p.m. Speakers: Messrs. G. Tayler Gwinn and P, Scholey. 
Soloists, Mr. and Mra. Alcock Rush. 

Srrarry Heavino.—Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Mr. 
Percy R. Street, the healing mediam, will attend at the rooms 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., 
between ll am. and 2 p.m, for dingacais by a spirit control 
and magnetic healing. Application should be made to the 
Secretary. 
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THE THINGS THAT MATTER, 


Tho doctrine of a life after death and the reality of 
communication between the two worlds—this world and 
tho next—is in esvence extremely simple, Tho fact that 
somo of those who havo tested the trath of the doctrine 
have beon moved to attach to it all kinds of weird and 
eccontric ideas is, perhaps, to be deplored, but their pro- 
coodings in no way detract from the trath of the primal 
statements, It is not to be denied that some of these 
extravagances give opportunities to advorse critics, but the 
critics are not infrequently found to harbour eccentric 
ideas of their own. Thoy point with derision, for instance, 
to the numerous people who, conversing with those in ‘the 
unseen,’ claim to haye been brought into contact with the 
oarors of some of the groat names in the world’s history. 
Such claims the objectors regard as preposterous, proving 
the whole matter a delusion Now, we are perfectly willing 
to admit that in somo instances the persons who profess to 
receive mossages from famous characters are deceived —self- 
deceived it may he, Yet wo have known in our every- 
day experience instances of people in humble circumstances 
who could toll of frieudships with mon and women eminent 
in art, literature, selene and the social world—people who 
had been welcome guests in high places, They were 
usually discreetly silent concerning their experiences 
except to their intimate friends, To have talked of such 
things to the coarse-grained folk amongst whom their later 
life had boon caat would have been to provoke an in- 
credulous sneer or that tap on the forehead which conveys 
a suspicion of the sanity of the person criticised, There 
are scores—hundreds—of such instances—as most of those 
with a wide experience of life and its strange medleys and 

f aro Aware. 

Tn dealing with the world beyond, we are in 
contact with a realm where the old social and intel- 
lootual harriers between minds are thrown down, where 


should instinctively distrust bis statement, not 
because of any supercilious theories on the subject, but 
merely because of the pereeption that there was no true 
relationship, or that, after all, is the clement that 

counts, The objections asually urged in these matters 
are for the most part of a mochanical kind, betraying tho 


LIGHT. 
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inability of the objector to rise superior to the prejudices 
and preconceptions of the world in which he lives. Then 
it is said great men who ‘come back’ do not talk as we 
should expect them to talk. But when we mect them in 
this lifethey often disappoint our expectations in precisely 
the same way. They are marvellously commonplace in 
their modes of expression in private relationships. So that 
if we heard of Nelson returning from spirit life to proclaim 
that ‘England expects that every man, &c.’; of John Keats 
announcing that he was ‘killed by the reviewors'; or of 
Sir Philip Sydney with a message referring to the cup of 
water sent to the dying soldier, we should be politely in- 
credulous, We do not look for the orthodox and theatrical 
in these matters, and we shrewdly suspect that they would 
not even suit our critics, albeit these persons appear to 
impose standards of this kind, Evidences are needed, of 
course, but we cannot always put our spirit visitants in the 
witnoss-box, or even obtain final and conclusive prools 
when we have got them there. ‘The late Mr. F. W. H. 
Myers was keenly aware of this, Hence the work to 
which he and some of his scientific associates dedicated 
themselves in regard to the famous ‘cross-correspondences:’ 

Again, we have messages that conflict sadly with our 
ideas of the natural order of things. Here are spirits who 
teach that the world was produced by several creators, 
some of whom made mankind, and others the lower animals; 
spirits who say they live on the planet Mars, as being the 

abode of all souls from the earth, spirits who want to build 

costly temples without providing any practical means of 

doing so, and to start new religions—a horde of visionary 

schemes and fantastic doctrines. But do the scofling 

observers, or the Spiritualists who are bewildered by these 

outpourings, ever pause to think how many strange and 

distorted doctrines are taught and practised by human 

beings—spirits still in the flesh, some of whom are quite 

orthodox people ? Why is it more pardonable for incar- 

nate souls to preach an irrational creed than for excarnate 

ones to do the same? And why is it so difficult to believe 

that people whom we regard as absurd and fanatical in 

their ideas Aere may not there, for a time at least, exhibit 

the same eccentricities ? It is not true that communicators 

of this stamp are in anything like a majority, but they do 
communicate and they do find followers amongst those 
like-minded, just as they would in this world. And 
doubtless they do their work in the Divine economy of 
things. They stimulate us to think for ourselves, they 
drive us strongly back on Nature and Reason. Possibly, 
also, thoy assist in conserving certain truths until the 
mass of mankind is ripe for them, for it is apparently 
ordained that some of ‘us shall only reach Truth after 
many encounters with its distorted images, so that wo may 
at last recognise and embrace the Divine reality, Again, 
it is to be remembered that our own views are not 
necessarily true as against the views of those who differ 
from us, The Universe has verge and room enough 
for a host of conflicting opinions, each having some relation 
to reality on different planes of perception. 

But the main issues are simplo—a life that is not 
bounded by the grave and a great human family none of 
whom are cut off from relationship with each other and 
with their Divine parentage. And as we journey onwands 
and upwards there is no lack of guidance and direction. 
There is many a flickering willo’-the-wisp to decvive 
the wayfarer, but always the clear light of Nature and 
Reason; many « tortuous bypath, but always the broad, 
high road. 


we have wills and minds of our 
‘own, and that Providence did not put us upon the world 
pulled by strings like marionottes—Ray. F. BE. Lown ere 
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NIRVANA: WHAT IS IT? IS IT DESIRABLE? 


What is the ideal state of life to which we should endeavour 
to rise? According to Inayat Khan, it is ‘Nirvana’—‘a state 
in which consciousness is absent.’ In a lecture delivered in 
Paris in May last, which appears in fall in the June issue of the 
‘Journal’ of the Société Unitive, Inayat Khan, after saying 
that Nirvana is a state that can be attained before bodily death, 
and that ‘no personal merit can bestow this state upon us, only 
the development of the soul can help us,’ went on to affirm that 
it is ‘the original, the ideal, the real, the natural state of man.’ 
Continuing, he said :— 

Sleop has a mighty attraction for you. You turn to it with 
joy and relief, forsaking all pleasures for sleep’s sake, Well, 

sane reason which drives you to sleep will impel you to 
seck Nirvana, 

Tt seems to us that this is incorrect. The main reason for 
‘sleep is because we are tired and worn and require rest for 
Vola that we may again live a positive, active, useful, 
Tecturer declared that there are three paths leading to 
—those of Ignorance, Devotion and Wisdom. The 
man grows tired and exhausted and falls asleep. He 
@ Nirvana! A drunkard forgets dignity, relations, 
lah, and falls down and sleeps) ‘He has reached 
ough devotion, blind devotion.’ ‘The third way is 
way, but it is reserved for the brave.’ It is difficult to 
* Wisdom is difficult of attain- 


t to reach perfection by the path of wisdom : to 
purity of soul and conscious enlightened devotion !’ 
re is “personal merit’ in such effort and success ? 


N80 as to lose all consciousness of external things : 
ess, abnegation, devotion, so that one may forget self 
‘sink deep into the emotion in which he is and 
abstract stage’ in which he will ‘throw aside 
nd hear and see what the Abstract says and shows" ! 
tage leads man to the consciousness of all things 
eof the Abstract. He neither hears nor sees 
iwh the senses until he enjoys the Light of this 
but in the last stage :— 
is absent, We sink into what is called in 
ubconscious,’ but what I prefer to call ‘absence,’ 
ondition of consciousness. Nothing remains but 
soothing condition wherein is neither death nor 
but only rest, rest, rest—ideal happiness, bliss, 
. Allah is the inner Self of all beings. 


_of Divinity’ we are but ‘bubbles of mani- 
we shall become quiet, quiet . . the 
, and we shall know ourselves as Allah, 
Hah. When the merging is over I 
ot a bubble but the ocean, the incommen- 
ocean, . . Then shall I have 
* How can this be known if 


‘the bo 
estate of 
ss is absent’! 


> und 
ne 
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LIFE WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE VEIL. 


By L. V. H. Wrttey. 


NUM, 


LATITUDINARIANISM aND SrraitvantsM, Onraopoxy anp 
CATHOLICITY, 


It has been my privilege, in the columns of * Healthward 
Ho!’ and elsewhere, to deal with the character and life of 
Father Stanton, so that I do not propose to go over the same 
ground here. The ‘text’ upon which I want to dilate is taken 
from a lengthy memoir of Mr. Stanton which appeared in ‘The 
Church Times.’ It is as follows :— 

On the mystical plane he was almost one with the traly 
Evangelical Protestant; but of Latitudinarianism and of 
Spiritualism in all its forms he was the remorseless enemy. To 
him both seemed irreconcilable with the Gospel of Christ.’ 

It was these words which led me, in my last contribution, 
to discuss the question, ‘What is Spiritualism?’ If I had 
known to whom the memoir owed its genesis, 1 might have 
appealed to him to tell me frankly what he meant when he 
used the term ‘Spiritualism,’ for here, as in so many cases, 
everything depends upon precise, if not upon concise, definition. 
If ‘The Church Times’ contributor saw my definition of 
Spiritualism in my former article, he would probably be con- 
firmed in his belief that what he meant by Latitadinarianism 
did not need seven-leagued boots to compass the distance between 
the two terms, 

Although many a “truly Evangelical Protestant’ (to use our 
friend’s term) would have a great deal to say upon the point, I 
will grant to ‘The Church Times’ writer his own description of 
himself and Father Stanton as ‘ Catholic.’ But in turning to my 
dictionary for the signification of ‘Catholic’ and ‘ Latitadi- 
narian,’ I find, as I suspected, that one synonym is given for the 
two terms, and that synonym is ‘Liberal.’ So that our Catholic 
friend is, after all, within speaking distance of the much- 
abhorred Latitudinarian—that is, if he desires the term he 
applies to himself to have its full weight and value! Again, 
“Catholicity’ is defined as ‘the quality of being catholic or 
liberal-minded,' while a ‘ Latitudinarian’ is ‘one who indulges 
freedom in thinking or acting.’ But I ‘hae my doots’ that our 
‘Church Times’ friend would pass on to a yet farther defini- 
tion, in which Catholic and Latitudinarian diverge sharply: 
‘One who departs in opinion from the strict principles of 
orthodoxy.” 

But here we come up against a greater problem than ever: 
‘What is orthodoxy?’ especially when kept within the strait- 
jacket of its ‘strict principles’ This is far too wide a field for 
me to venture upon, and I can now only say that though Father 
Stanton was delighted to regard himself as ‘Catholic,’ he was 
not one who never ‘departed from the strict principles of ortho- 
doxy." The signification of ‘orthodox " is, 1 find, “sound” or 
‘correct.’ Now, ‘The Charch Times’ itself being judge, Father 
Stanton was not always ‘correct —<ither in opinion or in action, 
for the edivor of that estimable journal warns the ordinary 
elergyman from ‘kicking over the traces’ as Father Stanton did. 
* Father Stanton,’ he says, 
could preach a Methodist sermon, because everyone knew he 
was a Catholic, and he could sit under Dr. Parker at the City 

because he was the veteran curste of St. Alban’s, 
Holborn. But we do not advise a general and indiscriminate 
copying of these, or it may be other breezy and quasi-whimsical 
ways and methods of speech and action. They are not for the 
onlinary man. 

T might point ont that it is just these ‘quasi-whimsical 
ways and methods’ of the one who is prepured to leave the ruts 
to “the ordinary man’ which give spice and freshness and even 
effectiveness toa person's life and character. He who i: pre- 
pared to pursue ‘the even tenor of his way,’ following diligently 
the beaten track, may be ‘a safe man,’ bat if we were all ‘safe’ 
who would Blaze the trail onward and apward to thos heights 
and those ideals which are ever beckoning to the man and tbe 
woman who dares to contact with the Unseen without the aid of 
evangelist or ecelesiastic! And the carious thing is that, pre. 
sently, what was s blared trail becomes a safe path upon which the 
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ordinary man may trayel without let or hindrance or suspicion. 
A fine example of this was given in Dr. Clifford’s memorial 
tribute to Mark Rutherford. The veteran preacher (himself, by 
the way, not unknown as a fearless and undaunted pioneer), 
described the state of religious thought at the time of Ruther- 
ford’s entrance into a denominational college, and pointed out 
that the heresy for which the student was expelled was less 
advanced than the orthodox position of the present time ! 

Farthermore, as Dr. Frank Ballard (himself set aside as a 
lecturer upon Christian evidences, and therefore par eccellence a 
“defender of the faith’) points out :— 

One would have thought that the lessons of the past would 
have taught Christian believers the futility, as well as the folly, 
of trying to roll back the rising tide of truth. The very 
doctrines to which many timid and some bigoted ones now cling 
with such blind tenacity were won for them by the honest 
heterodoxy of their forefathers. Certainly nothing is more 
needed for the living Christianity of to-day than that they who 
believe should open their eyes to the growing light. 

These testimonies from prominent D.D.’s will not be without 
weight to ‘the ordinary man,’ but our ‘Church Times’ friend 
may remind us that the speakers are mere Dissenters. Very 
well. Some sentences uttered a few weeks ago by a D.D. of his 
own persuasion, Canon W. H. Carnegie, of Westminster Abbey, 

are worthy of his consideration. Here the tables are turned 
with a vengeance, and it is not ‘an enemy’ who ‘hath done 
this.’ Dr. Carnegie says :— 

Experience goes to show that devotional earnestness and 
theological interest and orthodoxy are by no means incompatible 
with a very unsatisfactory type of character. . . We have to 
admit that instances are not unknown in religious circles of 
men and women who are scrupulously regular in their religious 
observances, who are strictly orthodox in their theological beliefs, 
and who seem to be most earnest in their devotions, but who 
are at the same time narrow and censorious, and exclusive and 
quarrelsome and ill-tempered, and not always over-straight- 
forward or sincere in their dealings with others, and often 
utterly self-centred and unserviceable. 


As if this were not enough, we find another D.D., Professor 
A. 8. Peake, telling the National Free Church Council that 
Orthodoxy is no doubt an important thing, but it can be very 
superficial and even artificial ; it can be blind and ignorant and 
uureasonable ; it can be even loveless and bitter and hard ; it 
can be formal and dead, absolutely devoid of spiritual influence 
and of saving grace. 


These are not the utterances of rationalists, or agnostics, or 
heretics, but of men in deservedly high standing in their respec- 
tive churches, so we may leave our ‘Church Times’ friend to 
decide, first of all, where Orthodoxy ends and Latitudinarianism 
begins, and after that to consider how he may ensure that the 
man holding ‘sound’ or ‘correct’ views shall not be guilty of 
the greatest heresy of all, which is to be ‘loveless and bitter and 
hard, absolutely devoid of spiritual influence and of saving grace.’ 

As to Latitudinarianism and Spiritualism being * irrecon- 

cilable with the Gospel of Christ,’ when we have settled what 
Latitudinarianism and Spiritualism are, we are still faced by a 
problem of greater complexity and perplexity still, viz, What 
is ‘the Gospel of Christ’? Is it what the Synoptic writers or 
compilers set out as the teaching of Jesus? Or isit the Johannine 
version? Or the Pauline? Or the Petrine ? And when St. 
Paul uses the term “my Gospel,” does he mean his earlier or 
his later teaching ? Jesus himself was accused of and condemned 
for unorthodoxy; and if I had to choose between being a 
Latitudinarian and a Platitudinarian, I would range myself 
under the first-named category. 

The essence of Father Stanton’s personality was not his 
wcclesiasticisin but his humanness. That he was ‘the remorae- 
lose enemy’ of ‘Latitudinarianism and of Spiritualism in all 
its forms’ is a proposition very easily rebutted. Regarding the 
former, he was sufficiently Latitudinarian to believe that the 
unrepentant thief crucified at the side of Jesus was not consigned 
to eternal punishment (nor should I be surprised any day to 
Jearn that he cherished hopes of the ultimate salvation of 

Judas) ; and regarding the latter, he believed (as Spiritualists of 

all shades and varieties believe) im the survival of the 

spirit, after ita separation from the body, in the progress 
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of the spirit in the after-life, in spiritual inter-communion 
between the two sides of the veil, in the possibility 
of spiritual aid both from the other side to this side 
and from this side to the other side, and in the recognition of 
loved ones in the beyond and the reuniting or continuity of 
spiritual ties. He believed, moreover—and his whole life was 
instinct with, and a manifestation of, his belief—that love isthe 
deepest and greatest thing in the universe. It was my privilege 
to know and love Father Stanton in the flesh, notwithstanding 
that our theological tenets were in no way identical ; but my 
knowledge and love of him have been widened and deepened 
greatly as I have felt the influence of his spirit while pondering 
for hours over his life and work, and as I have prayed for hiy 
spiritual well-being and endeavoured to do my little part in 
paying homage to his memory. 

It is always interesting to trace points of contact between 
noble souls, especially when the schools of thought to which they 
have attached themselves differ widely in relation to life and 
doctrine, Elsewhere I have shown how Father Stanton reminds 
one of Samuel Rutherford and Henry Drummond. As I pen 
the closing words to this article, my thoughts link the Sacer. 
dotalist to the Quaker. Stanton and Whittier both strove ‘to 
render less the sum of human wretchedness,’ and priest though 
he was, I feel that the sense I have of the essential brotherli- 
ness of Stanton’s heart and of the broadness of his sympathies 
justifies me in thinking that he must have been, and is still, 
more or less in sympathy and accord with Whittier in the latter's 
significant and fraternal words :— 

O brother man ! fold to thy heart thy brother; 

Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there; 


To worship rightly is to love each other, 
Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer. 


BEARING THE BURDEN. 


*Man’s Twofold Burden’ is the title of a beautiful sermou 
in the June number of ‘The Theosophist,’ by the Rev. C. W. 
Scott-Moncrieff. He pictures man as standing between two 
burdens—the burden of his mortality and the burden of his 
eternity. 

Until the second has begun to be felt, the first is easily borne 
—is not known for a burden at all. Animals, primitive 
savages, young children, may be careless and happy, living in 
and for the present, indulging no painful memories, unperplex 
by the problems of death—and of life. But when once the 
growing youth, the evolving man, has begun to be, even half- 
consciously, aware of the awful gift of the Father of Spirits 
Himself, the gift of His eternity, then both the burdens are 
felt, and felt with increasing heaviness as growth goes on. The 
corruptible body, the uneasy soul, weighs down the immortal 
spirit. The spirit strains body and soul, exhausts and bewilders 
them, in its struggles towards the light. 


How is this burden to be borne? Let our preacher answer, 


Do not cling to joys, or pleasures, or men’s approval, or to” 
the love of others. Give love freely, but do not depend upon 
what may be given you. Cling to nothing. Let go, for under. 
neath are the Everlasting Arms. You belong to the Eternal, and 
therefore nothing that is of time can satisfy you. Day by day 
make for yourself a time of letting go. Think of yourself a 
atripped of, deprived of, everything that you may now be de 
pending on for ordinary daily happiness ; think away the world 
around ; think away the life of your body, your feelings, and 
your thoughts. Cease to care for, to strain after life, and you 
shall find the Life Everlasting. . . But you will have to retura 
again (and it is good and necessary to do so) to ordinary life; ., 
you will have to go on being true and patient and brave, or trying 
tobe. For not in a day is our final deliverance out of time into 
the eternal to be achieved. Yet you will go back a little stronger, 
a little wiser ; you will begin to see life with new eyes, for you 
will see it in the light of eternity. The burden of mortality will 
Ve easier to bear, the loneliness less lonely, and the burden ol 
your eternity will be less of a strain, and more and nord 
secret strength. And you will be drawing nearer to the Maste, 
able a little more to shave in his work of helping and savi 

For (not, of course, as he can say it, but still to some extent 

in some measure) every soul that is beginning to find the lifeol 
God within it, can say to the weary and heavy-laden around, 
*Come unto me and find rest.’ 
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A NATIONAL GATHERING AT BIRMINGHAM. 


On Saturday, the Sth inst., the eleventh annual general 
_ Banting of the Spiritualists’ National Union was held in the 
~ Midland Institute, Birmingham, under the presidency of Mr. G. 
y Tayler Gwinn. The Union consists of one hundred and forty-one 
societies, sixteen district and other unions, and nearly two hundred 
‘jndividual members, There were present forty-three ordinary 
members, fifteen members of the Executive Council, and dele- 
from fifty-three societies and twenty-one Unions. They 
were welcomed to Birmingham by Messrs, Terry and Tozer, 
speaking on behalf of the local societies. 

The chairman, in his opening address, referred to the regret 
of Dr J, M. Peebles that he was unable to be present and to the 
RAG Sir Oliver Lodge was a resident in the city of Birming- 
He congratulated Sir Oliver that he had lived to see 
‘welcome extended to those truths which he had so courageously 

ted. The brunt of the battle had been borne by the 
eers, but Spiritualism was winning recognition all along 
Quite recently the Rev. A. J. Waldron had admitted 
made the mistake of his life when he opposed Spirit- 
Letters of regret at inability to attend were read, 
cluding one from Mr. E. Wake Cook and one from Mr. 
nens, a Birmingham man now residing in London. 
erable time was spent on the question of propaganda 
the need for better speakers and mediums, and for 
rese ntation of District and County Unions on the 
+ Cour i neil. 
stions were made regarding an emblem to be worn Es 


Strong and drastic’ action was said to be required 
to the objectionable methods adopted by per- 
“meetings, professedly Spiritualistic, but in 
s for the furtherance of their own schemes. 
ic ‘mood was manifested by some of the speakers 
ere things were said with reference to those 
ho hold aloof from the work of the movement 
‘they do not care to attach themselves to any 
pporiaty. Complaints were made of the i impoy rerished 


€ various agencies that exist for the upbuilding 
work. There were, it was said, too many who 
sognise their personal responsibility, were apathetic 
pepe be active, and were ashamed or afraid to 
selves with Spiritualism as a public work for the 


her er hand, a strong, optimistic spirit was displayed 
eras that the cause was winning its way 
nd that the Union was never so strong, so active, 
‘as at the present. The report and accounts 
here had been an increase in membership, large 
‘propaganda literature had been sold, and the funds 
indicated a prosperous condition of the society. 
nion of some speakers there was too much organi- 
enough individual effort, too much reliance ou 
and not enough enthusiastic devotion by Spirit- 
ly. ‘There was & manifest tendency at times to 
‘was a movement in which spirit people were not 
Unt were participants ; and proposals were 
, for control, for drastic and repressive 
in spite of the fact that, at the founding of the 
ederation' as it then was, it was specifically stated 
object of the promoters was to unite for work 
0 the knowledge of Spiritualism, But, apparently, 
ther men, other methods. 
seful feature of the work of the Union is the 
of Benevolence, regarding which the chairman 
number of cayes dealt with monthly averaged 
d since the last annual conference nearly one 
ounds had been distributed to relieve the 
ople who had worked for the good of Spirit- 


ide for Letter support of societies, both per- 
cially, und to mediums to recognise the 
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sacredness of their gift. While the exercise of mediumship 
was often a case of carrying the cross, still mediums should 
recognise that it was a crown of glory to be accredited worthy 
of co-operating with the spirit-world, Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn 
(president) and Mr. J. J. Morse (vice-president) were re-elected, 
and Messrs. F. Hepworth, J. Owen, W. Gush, J. Henley and 
J. Knight were elected to the Executive Committee, 

The meetings on Sunday were held in the famous Town Hall, 
and were all deeply interesting. The morning and afternoon 
gatherings were cach attended by about four hundred persons, 
while at night the audience numbered probably upwards of a 
thousand. At each service an anthem was rendered by a choir 
consisting of members of the four local choirs, under the con- 
ductorship of Mr. W. H. Tozer. Their singing gave much plea- 
sure, and added greatly to the harmony which prevailed, as also 
did the solos of Mr. W. Tozer, Miss Greenwood, Miss Price, and 
Madame May Reakes—the splendid rendering of ‘Nearer, my 
God, to Thee,’ by the last-named vocalist deserving special 
mention. 

Mr. J. J. Morse presided at the morning meeting, when a 
fine, thoughtful paper was read by Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn ; ; in 
the afternoon Mrs. Batie, of Halifax, read a paper on *Spirit- 
ualism,’ which was so admirable a presentation of the claims of 
our great cause that the meeting requested that it should be 
printed in full ; and at the evening “ mass meeting’ the speakers 
—Messrs. Gwinn, E. W. Wallis, J. J. Morse, and Hanson G. Hey, 
and Mrs. Batie—gave effective expository addresses. Throughout 
the tone of the proceedings was maintained at a high level. 
The large organ was ably played at each meeting by Mr, Green, 
who also gave a fine recital half an hour before the evening 
meeting. The collections reached a total of £22 103 64., in 
addition to contributions to the Fund of Benevolence. A well- 
deserved tribute was paid by Mr. Morse to Mrs. Groom, the 
devoted speaker and clairvoyant medium who for so many years 
has freely given her services to the cause, and the local workers 
were heartily thanked for their warm and hospitable reception 
of the visitors. On Monday, parties of delegates visited the 
University and Bournville, and a very enjoyable social gathering 
in the evening brought the Conference proceedings to a happy 
close. 

In his ‘ word of cheer’ to the Conference Mr. E. Wake Cook 
said : ‘Modern Spiritualism is beyond all dispute the grandest, 
the truest, the most rational, and the most soul-satisfying 
religion given to mankind. It unites, in a way never before 
thought possible, science, philosophy, and religion, and covers 
all human needs. Tt has enlarged the bounds of science, 
especially psychological science it has united all that was 
true and reasonable in materialism, giving a view of the after- 
life which meets all the sceptic’s reasonable objections, uniting 
it with the evolutionary scheme of things with a luminous con- 
sistency never before conceived. It has given us the 
essence of all religions, or forms of Religion. It has placed the 
vital question of an ,after-life on a scientific basis, and given a 
conception of it grand beyond poet’s dreaming. It has swept 
away the medimval nightmare of a hell of fire and brimstone 
and brought all into harmony with the conception of a God 
of Love. In its physical and meutal phenomena modern 
Spiritualism has given the key to all religions and we 
may boldly affirm that no one can truly understand any 
historical religion who is ignorant of Spiritualistic phenomena. 
Those proud clerics who so wantonly attack us openly proclaim 
their own ignorance. They quarrel with Religion's best friend, 
and dynamite what would be to them a tower of strength, . « 
We should no longer stand on the defensive, we should boldly 
attack and denounce the ignorant lopsideduess of all current 
systems of thought which ignore or oppose our glorions message 
to mankind. . . Attack is often the safest form of defence, 
and we show ourselves unworthy of the high mission entrusted 


to us while we act asa mere tolerated sect, instead of proclaiming 
ourselves as leaders authorised by Truth.’ 


‘Licur’ Back Numogsrs.—A lady has a great number of 
unbound copies of “Licut,’ running back, with occasional 
omissions, to 1895, which she will be happy to present to any 
society or person to whom they would be of real service. 
Replies should be addressed to ‘ L.G.B.,’ at ‘ Licur’ office. 
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REV. CAMPBELL ADMITS SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS. 


In his sermon on ‘Christ Going and Returning,’ printed in 
full in *The Christian Commonwealth’ of the 2nd inst., the 
Rev. R. J. Campbell, after referring to the difficulties connected 
with the whole problem of the post-resurrection earthly activities 
of Jesus, which, he said, arose from the different view we were 
now obliged to take of the structure of the universe, went on 
to suggest that our present view'is not final either,’ and that 
‘there are facts to be disclosed which will once more change our 
whole outlook’ upon such supernormal experiences as those 
reported to have occurred at the Ascension (Acts i. 11). Mr. 
Campbell believed that that was what was actually taking 
place, but almost hesitated to give his reason for saying s0, 
because so many minds were unprepared to receive the evidence 
on which it rested, which was that furnished by psychical re- 
search. He said :— 
Though I have no first-hand acquaintance with the phe- 
nomena upon which competent investigators like Sir Oliver 
Lodge and Sir William Barrett have been engaged for so many 
years, 1 am pretty well satisfied as to their genuineness. Practi- 
cally everything supernormal recorded in the New Testament 
concerning our Lord's doings both before and after his cruci- 
fixion has been proved to take place under certain special con- 
ditions at the present day. That the resurrection and ascension 
were in some ways unique | readily admit, but I believe that 
we have now facts at our disposal which enable us to form 
some idea of the way in which they happened. Apparently 
the passage of matter through matter is a fact which has been 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of trustworthy observers who 
have been privileged to witness it at close quarters—even the 
passage of solid objects through closed doors It is foolish to 
dismiss testimonies to this effect with a shrug of the shoulders. 
If men like Sir William Crookes and Dr. Alfred Russel 
Wallace stake their reputation on the reliability of such phe- 
nomena, however seldom observable, it is not for the rest of us 
to give them the lie. And there is a gradually accumulating 
body of evidence that things of this kind do occasionally 
happen. Matter is not the solid unmodifiable substance that it 
appears to be to our physical senses, and it can be made to yield 
to influences of a super-physical kind. 
Levitation—and what was the ascension of Jesus but levita- 
tion followed by total disappearance 1—is authoritatively ad- 
mitted by the Catholic Church to be an occasional accompani- 
ment of unusual ecstatic states of saintly persons. No particular 
yalue is attributed to it, but it is recognised as a proved fact. 


Mr. Campbell suggested that Jesus was able to use his 
physical body again for a little while to demonstrate to his 
followers beyond all shadow of doubt that he was still alive. 


This done, he had no farther use for the body, and, being 
no longer subject to material restrictions, he simply let it 
hecome transmuted into something else ; the visible melted into 
the invisible, the physical was absorbed by the spiritual. We 
are told, significantly enough, that ‘a cloud received him out of 
their sight.’ Exactly ; the physical limitations were gone, and 
with them the Master’s visible presence was withdrawn, too. 
As I say, I almost hesitate to put this view of the matter before 
you, but every advance in one’s knowledge of the evidence for 
it only confirms me in the belief that this is the true explanation 
of what took place on that Galilean mountain nineteen hundred 
years ago. 

A significant utterance surely. Well might the Rev. Minot J. 
Savage say, as he did say some twenty years ago: ‘On the 
turning of this investigation depends the opinion which the 

intelligent world is to hold in the future as to the nature and 
the destiny of man.’ 


Sin Hennent Beenvons Tree, in his new book, ‘ Thoughts 
and After-Thoughts, says; ‘Is it not possible that the peoples 
of the carth will arise in the might of a new-born religion and 
will knock at the gates of the world’s conscience, singing in 
unison the hymn of humanity, and crying, “Thou shalt do no 
murder—even for the divine right of kings”; when frontiers 
shall be swept away and there shall be one brotherhood of man, 
one Hag, one one religion, the religion of 

Humanity ; when the people shall be generalled by the dreamers, 
the poets, the philosophers, the seers and singers, the artists 
of the world! It is men like Christ, Sophocles, Dante, Shake- 
speare, Cervantes, and Goethe, rather than the heroic slaughterers 
of history, who have the abiding influence in the advancement 
of mankind.’ We respectfally submit to Sir Herbert that he 
pepo in Spiritualism the ‘new religion’ which he is look- 
‘or. 


LIGHT. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST, 


No more important subjects could engage the pen of a wis 
and earnest writer than those dealt with by Frances Swiney in 
her pamphlets on Racial Problems, published at 3d. each by 
the League of Isis, 74, York Mansions, Battersea Park, SW. 
In Nos. 5 and 7 the respective responsibilities of Mother. 
hood and Fatherhood are strongly, though not too strongly, 
urged. é prostitution of fatherhood to basest ends has’ 
as the writer points out, ‘been the curse of the race,’ and 
we sbare the pleasure with which she recognises the fae 
that the ‘psychological attitude of the reform movements of to 
day is tending towards a much higher and more spiritual 
concept of sex.’ Pamphlet No. § treats of the ‘ Instruction of 
the Young in the Law of Sex.’ ‘Ignorance,’ the author says, ‘has 
had its day, and slain untold millions. The children have 
asked how they shall live, and the answer through the ages 
from those who should lead, instruct, warn and -guide them has 
been: “Don’t ask ; find out.”’ In place of this unwise silence 

the author would have the sanctity and beauty of Nature's hy 
of sex gravely impressed upon the young inquiring mind. 


The following ‘In Memoriam’ notice, which recently appeared 
in the daily papers, is worthy of being placed on record in our 
columns as a significant ‘sign of the times.’ 


McLAREN.—In ever-deepening sense of the irreparable 
loss in this life of my beloved husband, Walter Stowe 
Bright McLaren, whose spirit was awakened to fuller life 
on June 29th, 1912. 

‘He is not dead, he doth not sleep— 

He hath awakened from the dream of life.’ 
He was a man with no bitterness in his words, no selfish- 
ness in his plans, no meanness in his desires, and no 
hardness in his heart. 


If we contrast the above with the following epitaph, copied 
from an old gravestone in the Old Finchley Churchyard, we get 
a pretty clear indication of the change of attitude that is taking 
place in regard to death and afterwards :— 


Graves are lodgings of the blest, 
Not of honour, but of rest; 
Cabinets that safely keep 

Mortal relics while they sleep. 
When the trump shall all awake, 
Every flesh his soul shall take, 
And from that which putrefies 
Shall immortal bodies rise. 

In this faith they lived and died— 
In this hope they here reside. 


Elbert Hubbard, in the July ‘Nash’s,’ says: ‘I hate 
drunkenness; but I do not hate the drunkard. If any man 
should have our friendship it is the man who has failed to bea 
friend to himself. The fact is, the victim of strong drink often 
has all the virtues—including high intelligence and a tender, 
sympathetic heart—and yet when the demon drink clutches him 
his will is paralysed and Satan is in the saddle. The wont 
about strong drink has never been told ; it cannot be told—it 
escapes the limitations of language. But I think we err in 
despising the drunkard. . Our hearts should go out to him 
in pity. A part of his hallucination often is that he is 
not a drunkard. “I can leave off at any time,” he says 
But he who says that seldom leaves off until death stops his 
mouth with dust. “ Wine isa mocker, strong drink is raging ; 
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” So said Solomon 
a thousand years before Christ ; and the drink problem is upon 
us to-day, just as terrible, just as tragic, as it was then. Alcohol 
is a poison ; and the stimulation it produces is one form of its 
activity. If continued, the exhilaration will break down tissue, 
and may result in dementia, mania, loss of speech, paralysis 
dissolution, disease and death. The drink bill of the world & 
the greatest tax that humanity suffers ; but the worst is notia 
the cost of the stuff originally, but in the loss of power which it 
use entails. The chief incentives to indulge in strong drink arise 
from imperfect nutrition, loss of sleep and lack of exercise in the 
open air. These things bring about a condition where wory 
becomes a habit, and drink follows in a search for relief, Study 
your own case and regulate your life so that you will possess 
high degree of vitality ; then drink will be to you abhorrent 
Good consecutive work, either mental or physical, and the use of 
alcohol are incompatible. I am talking especially to young mea 
—yollng men who would win their way in the world—and I wk, 
Can you afford to ran the risk of ruin by dallying with this arch: 
enemy that has laid so many low?’ 


Marniace,—At Capetown, South Africa, on May 27th, Mr 
Perey King to Miss Ethel Brinckley. 
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THE ‘LOVE-OFFERING’ TO DR, J. M. PEEBLES. 


The present being regarded ‘as an opportune moment for 
‘British Spiritualists to express in practical form their love 
for Dr. Peebles and their appreciation of his loyal service to 
Spiritualism for upwards of sixty years, a one-thousand-shilling 
offering’ has been suggested by the Brighton Spiritual 
on. Contributions for this fund, which will be daly 
acknowledged in ‘Licur,’ may be cent to Mr. B, D. Godfrey, 

} of ‘Liat,’ 110, St, Martin’s-lane, London, W.C., or to 
F. Grayson Clarke, President of the Brighton Mission, 17, 

ester-street, Brighton. 


as 
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Amount already acknowledged... £13 Los 
Mr. Hawkins L090 
‘A Few Friends’ 010 0 
‘Miss Mack Wall ... 010 0 
: ees wee e. ee wee 0 5 0 

and Mrs. Lionel Robinson... «.. 0 5 0 

J ipaes ous ave «ee ase 0 5 0 

= 0 s 0 

‘ a 

. Oy 1D 

01 0 


received by Brighton Society up to July 7th :— 

he Two Worlds’: Mr. Jas. Robertson, £2; ‘A 

sport, 1s. ; Mr. Robt. Catling, Clacton-on-Sea, 1s. ; 

piritual Church, Birkenhead, 7s. 6d.; London 
lission, £1 1s. ; Belfast Association of Spiritualists, 


; Mr. Chambers, Is. ; 
“ae Sed £3 3s. 


FRIENDS IN COUNCIL. 


ry and replies thereto from our readers. 
ra Question about Psychic Photographs. 


phs of people living on earth elsewhere have ever been 
‘and under what circumstances ?—Yours, Xc., 

Joun F. E. CHEVALLIER, 
adge, Woodbridge, Suffolk. 


__ A Request for Information. 


few weeks ago, in my article on the ‘Genesis of 
narrated the case of a child who died in infancy, 
terwards manifested to his mother as a man grown 
father. I suggested that anyone who has had a 
erience would confer a favour upon the readers of 
communicating such experience to the Editor—not 
course, giving names for publication. May I be 
eat that request? Where there is objection to 
itor, I personally should be very niuch obliged if 
ould be communicated to ine privately to assist in 
westigations into the origin of the individual, and 
ht on growth in the spirit world..—Yours, Xc., 
Sitrrey, Rrewarp A. Busn, 


‘Occupations in the Life after Death.’ 
—Ignotus’ (page 257) says: ‘We have it on high 
y t there is no marrying or giving in marriage in 
hich some of us are devoutly thankful).’ What 
; in some of us seem to have of the larger life 


there is no marriage or giving in marriage there, 
ga mere ceremony in which two people, who in 
have little love for each other, take vows to do the 
Over there, on the other hand, when the fit time, 
he necessary conditions come about, true lovers 
by irresistible attraction, which can no more be 

ated than the physical attraction of san and 


= , 
obit’ ’ sc ee aoa about marriage on this plane 


CVG Es 


ading we propose to devote space to brief letters of 


last letter having brought two replies, one through 
ould now be interested to know whether psychic 
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shows what a caricature it is of the real anion, a union the bliss 
of which is almost inconceivable to us. 

Only the other day one of the leaders of the movement told 
us that there is no sex in the other life; almost in the same 
Wreath talking about Father-Mother God, and stating that ‘ Man 
and woman constituted the complete human being’ If sex and 
marriage are facts on this phenomenal plaue, then it seems to me 
evident that there are noumenal realities underlying them on the 
higher planes, or they could not be ! 

I deprecate all belittling of and sneering at love— God is 
love,’ which is a guarantee that it is the highest and most sub- 
lime of all conditions !—Yours, &e., 

A. K. VENNING, 

Los Angeles, Cal., U.S.A. 


The Letter of ‘A Belfast Lawyer.’ 


Str,—It would seem that it is possible for some spirits to 
give a clear and fairly understandable picture of their life and 
doings in the homes beyond the veil. Take the following from 
“Immortality, by Dr. Peebles (p, 90). The spirit “Aaron Nite’ is 
speaking, in answer to questions that are being put to him :— 

‘T call my home “ Pear Cottage.” My residence would be 
unique, and possibly painfully so to you. I have never seen an 
architectural structure on earth like it. It tends to the curvi- 
linear ; it has no sharp angles, but many arching alcoves. 

“The garden reflects my conception of order, symmetry, and 
beauty. Gardeners cultivate it. They might be called servants, 
yet they serve from choice. They are conscious of benefits from 
being in my society. And J, too, often learn from them and 
serve them. 

‘Spirits do not construct buildings from spirit substances by 
will power alone at least, so lar as my observation 
extends. Mechanical skill and well-directed energies are requisite 
in the construction of machines, buildings and towering temples. 

*Our homes, gardens and libraries correspond largely to our 
mental states, . My employments are teaching and being 
taught. Iam never idle. Labour with me isa labour of love, 
and rest consists in a change from one kind of employment to 
another. I am constantly exploring new fields, and forming 
new associations, and toiling, as best I may, to instruct new- 
comers to spirit life, and impress the inhabitants of the earth to 
walk in the higher ways of trath and wisdom. Among 
other acts that I participated in to-day was the selection of a 
spirit instructor to take in charge and become the immediate 
guardian of a man who in one of your southern cities was 
executed for the crime of murder. 

‘We made choice of a spirit occupying a sphere vastly supe- 
rior to the criminal’s—a spirit who had himself been a murderer, 
but who through fiery penalties, expiations, and repentance had 
advanced to a place sufliciently high to entitle him to hold the 
guardian care over this unhappy spirit. 

‘From his own unfortunate earthly experience we deemed him 
admirably adapted, through the law of sympathy and charity, 
to act as this spirit’s instructor.’ 

Then he goes on to say: “I have seen homes in the higher 
heavens embowered in flowersand surrounded by velvety lawns. 
I have seen winding promenades, walks garnished with precious 
stones, fountains clear as crystal, and bowers of love, where 
artists gather to display their pencilled creations, poets to repeat 
their rhythmic lines of wisdom, and musicians to ravish the 
soul with the sweetest melodies of heaven.'—Yours, Xc., 


F. Hi. 


Why Do the Churches Oppose Spiritualism? 


Sm,—The churches are greatly at fault in condemning 
Spiritualism as they do. Christianity is supposed to be a 
supernatural and spiritual religion. Much is claimed for its 
Founder and itself that perhaps neither you, sir, nor I would 
concede. However that may be, it is unquestionably bound up 
with dreams, apparitions, visions, trances, handwritings, 
&c, One would think that anything which goes to strengthen 
much of the Bible would be welcomed by ardent religionists, but 
not so—the marvels that they say happened two thousand years, 
or five thousand years ago, they accept, but they scout anything 
of to-day on those lines. Look at the outcry about Mr. Tweedale ! 

In ‘Lieut’ of May 17th you commented on a pamphlet 
published by a Roman Catholic Bishop—I sometimes wonder 
why you do not carry the war more into the enemy's country. 

What sort of a religious leader has the Church been in the 
past? How far bas she loved the truth, stood by it, suffered for 
it? How far has she opposed it? Where does she stand to-day 
by her master, Christ ? These are questions which a great many 
people are pondering in their hearts. 

What has the Church been doing since the Reformation so 
far as the poor have been concerned? To my mind she has 
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simply stood by and smilingly acquiesced in their wholesale 

plunder, I read not long ago Thorold Rogers’ ‘Work and 

Wages.’ It is evident to me that the churches have hardly 

moved to the help of the poor on whom Jesus looked with 

compassion, and for whom, so the orthodox still tell us, 
though they are not so noisy about it as their predecessors, 

He died on the cross. What part did the churches take a 

hundred years ago, when the rich were exploiting the poor 
and even the young children of England in order to add to 
their wealth? I am not aware of any fiery indignant protest 
toade by the churches of thie country. Where were the 
churches of America when abolition was sought by some for the 
slave trade or where here in Christian England? What were the 
chutches doing at the time of the Crimean War? As you say 
about Darwin, Huxley, and evolution, the churches have always 
bitterly opposed anything that looked like a new light, and that 
threatened to imperil their pretensions to orthodoxy. Not only 
have they hindered progress, but they have positively lent their 
weight and influence to gigantic wrongs Who taught the 
peasantry of England to tamely submit to their own exploitation 
by threats of hell and by hopes of heaven? The churches ! 
What faithfulness ia there in the Christian (90-called, indeed !) 
churches to-day to the actual teaching of Jesus Christ? I think 
the smallest. The Editor of ‘The British Weekly’ said of 
the late Professor Jowett that in one respect his life was 
‘flagrantly immoral.’ It was a very just comment, How many 
ministers in the Christian churches to-day really believe the 
Apostles’ Creed, to my nothing of the Athanasian? I doubt 
very much whether fifty per cent. Or take Spiritualism. ‘Two 
years ago dreams or visions played a large part in the 
lives of Jesus Christ, St. Paul and St. Peter, but nov, it is said, 
these things never happen, hence the quarrel of the orthodox 
with those pestilent Spiritualists ! 

What witness is the Church making to-day against the lust 
of gold, perhaps the deadliest enemy poor humanity has? 
None! She is positively dumb in face of the ‘devil's oan 
wen.’ Indeed, she goes out of her way to bless what God 
has cursed | She cannot find it in her heart, or duty, to condemn 
the millionaire who helps to build her churches. Yet her 
preachers rail at the Spiritualists, at the Unitarians, at the Free- 
thinkers, at the Socialists. Their cry in reality is that old one, 
‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians.’—Yours, &c., 

Firz-Apam. 


ants _ ‘Mistresses of Wisdom.’ ~ 

Sin,—I was greatly surprised to find that anyone could take 
offence at your remarks in issue of June 14th, I am not an 
authority on the subject, but should think there is a final 
merging of sex, and that a perfect being is an expreasion of both 
me and female.—Yours, &e., 


E. P. Prentice. 


Sin,—In ‘Liowt’ (p. 323) you ask, ‘Is it true that in 
spirit evolution sex is left behind ?’ A more profoundly idealistic 
hypothesis could not be propounded. My investigations in the 
metaphysics of music have revealed the spiritual reality concern- 
ing sex of soul. 

Swedenborg says, ‘The highest heaven is composed of truly 
conjugal love.’ The word conjugial means spiritual marriage ; 
love of each other's ideals, not of personalities. Even in the flesh 
men and women may realise a diviner reciprocity, and more 
delightful, than that sex affection—misealled love—which ulti- 
mates in reproduction of the natural self. There is nothing 
‘fantastic’ or “erankish’ about this; the writer is father of ten 
children. Did not wisdom in becoming wise lose #o much of 

what innocent virtue knows, it would have needed no such non- 
senee ne ‘the immaculate con ' to account for a godliest 
teacher being given to this earth. Conjugial marriage, with or 


without the relationship, will always beget ideals, and 
ideals are God- ta.—Yours, &e., 
Tromas Raymon. 
26, Shrabbery-atreet, Kidderminster. 


; Sin,—I am puseled to account for Mis (?) Clara M. Mayers’ 
regret ‘at your reference to ‘ Mistresses of Wisdom.’ What is 
there to regret? We have had a ‘ Mistroas of Wisdom’ in 
—— mention only one female name. I quite coincide 
the sentiment expressed in the editorial note attached to 
your correspondent’s letter, Sex is too deep a thing to be out- 
ven except on the animal side, It haa a universal importance. 
if the whose names sound so oddly, aa 


iy ip g \eings 
pee Soomoy p of Plato and Newton and the other ‘masters 
‘of the normal world, are bi-sexual, having absorbed 


their feminine counterparts, we are left to draw some curious 
inferences, For the present J prefer to pin my faith to the wise 
men and women who took and still take their share jn the life 
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of ordinary humanity, rubbing shoulders with the man in the 
street as teachers and fellow-workers. Socrates was a myer 
but he was never a mystery ; and even Shakespeare, that colowal 
mind, could be found when wanted, at the Mermaid Tavern or 
elsewhere.—Yours, &c., 

Evorenr P, Giex, 


SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, JULY 6th, &c, 


Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may be added 
to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence, 


Manyenone Srrarrvariat Assooration.—Shearn’s Retaur 
ant, 281, Tottenham Court-road, W.—Mr. A. Y. Peters gave 
remarkably convincing descriptions to a large audience.—Jé, 
Mortimer-street, W.—June 30th, Mrs. Place-Veary gave successful 
descriptions. Mr. Leigh Hunt presided at both meetings 
Sunday next, see advt. on front page.—D. N. 

Lonpon Sprrritvat Mrssron: 138, Pembridge Place, Bays- 
water, W.—Morning, Mr. E. W. Beard spoke under influence on 
‘The Joy of Knowing’; evening, Mr. G. R. Symons gaye an 
address on ‘The Glory of God.’ For next week's services se 
front page. 

SuepueErp’s Busn.—73, BeckLow-roap, W.—Mr. Simpson 
gave an address on ‘ Cardinal Christianity.’ Sunday next, atl), 
circle ; at 7, Mrs. Beaumont. ‘Thursday, 17th, Mrs. Podmore. 

Stoane Square—23, Counson-street.—An address was 
given on ‘ The Light Within,’ followed by descriptions, Sunday 
next, at 7 p.m., Mr, Arthur Slee, address and clairvoyant 
descriptions. —J. D. 

Krnaston-on-Toames AsseMBLY Rooms, Hampton Wick. 
—Mrs. Mary Davies gave an address and descriptions. After- 
noon, service of song, Spirit Return,’ by the Lyceum, wasa great 
success, Sunday next, at 7 p.m., members will take the platform. 

Croyrpon.—ELMwoop Hatt, Enmwoon-RoaD, BroaD-oners. 
—Mr. W. E. Long gave an excellent address on ‘Angels and 
Devils.’ Sunday next, at 11 a.m., service ; 7 p.m, Mr. E. W. 
Wallis on ‘Spiritualism as a Revealer and Comforter.'—J. W. W. 

CLAPHAM.—HowARD-STREET, New-roap.—Mr. Matthews 
gave an address, also descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.15, public 
circle ; at 7, Miss Violet Burton. Monday, at 3, ladies’ circle; 
silver collection. Thursday, at 8, public service.—F. C. 

Barrersta Park-roap.— Henvey-streetT.— Mrs, Can- 
nock’s valuable services and Mr. Lonnon’s fine solos were 
greatly appreciated. Mrs. Boddington presided. Sunday next, 
Mrs. Maunders. ‘Thursday, 8.15, séance. Silver collection. 

Seven Kinas.—45, Toe Promenape.—Mr. Smith answered 
written questions. 1st inst., Miss Violet Burton gave an address. 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. L. I. Gilbertson. Tuesday, at 8p.m., 
Mrs. Pitter. 20th, Mr. T. Brooks, 22nd, Mr. A. S, Neville,—S. 

HAuMEnsMITH.—89, CAMBRIDGE-ROAD.—Sunday next, at 
11,15, circle for communion ; 7 p.m., Mr. T. O. Todd on ‘The 
Spiritual Significance of the Transfiguration and of the Resurrec- 
tion.’ Thursday, 8 p.m., address and clairvoyance. 

Srratrorp.—WorKMAN’s HALL, 27, Romrorp-roap, E.— 
Mr. J. CG. Thompson’s interesting address on ‘ Opportunity and 
Responsibility’ was much appreciated. Mra, KE, Bryceson 
presided. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr, Prior, addreas,—W.H.S, 

Campernwett New-roap.—Scurrey Masonio Hati.— 
Morning, Mr. W. E. Long, ‘Spirit Teachings.’ Evening, Mr. 
A. CG. Scott gave a splendid address. Sunday next, Mr. W, BE. 
Long: 11 a.m., spirit teachings and personal messages ; 6,30 p.m, 
address by ‘ Douglas’ on ‘Guides and Guardian Angels,’ 

Brionton.—Mancuester-streer (oprosire AQuARtuM).— 
—Mra. Jennie Walker's addresses on ‘ Healing’ and ‘ Thoughts, 
Deeds, Actions,’ rank amongst the finest we have had, and her 
clairvoyant descriptions were well recognised. Sunday next, at 
11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mr. Hanson G. Hey, addresses. Tuesday, 
at 3, private interviews ; at 8, also Wednesday, at 3, circles. 

Braionton.—Hove O.p Town Hatt, 1, Bronswick-sTnERt 
Weat.—Mrs. Mary Gordon gave excellent addresses and descrip 
tions. Sunday next, at 11.15 and 7, Mra. Jennie Walker. 
Tuesdays, at 3 and 8, also Wednesday, at 3, Mra. Curry, clair 
voyante, Thuradays, at 8,15, public circle. —A. C, 

Barxton.—8, MAayALL-roap.—Mr. Stockwell gave an 
address and Mrs. Keightloy descriptions. Sunday next, 11.15 am, 
healing; 3 p.m., Lyceum ; 7, Mra, Gordon, address and clair- 


voyance. Circles ; Monday, 7.30, Indies’ ; Tuesday, 8.15, 
meinbers’ ; Thursday, 8.30, public. —E. K. 
Hackney. —240a, Amuunat-noap, N.— Morning, Mr. 


R. G. Jones gave descriptions ; evening, Mr. A. H. Sarfas gave 
an excellent address and descriptions, Sunday next, at 11,15, 
Mr. R G. Jones; 7 pm., Mra. Podmore, address and 
descriptions, Monday, 8 p.tn., inquirers’ circle. Thursday, 
7.15, healing, Mr. H. Bell and Mrs. Brichard ; 8.15, member 
circle —N. Ry 


r 
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Buistow.—144, Gnosvenor-roap,—Mra. Baxter gave educa- 
tive addresses on ‘God's Gift’ and ‘Sin’s Wages,’ answered 
questions, and gave descriptions. Sunday next, 6.30, public 
service (special collection for new hall). Usual week-night 
meetings.—J. S. B. 

Stratrorp. —IpMIsTON-ROAD, Forest-Lane. — Morning, 
Mr. C. Lock spoke on ‘The Soul—its Faculties and Power.’ 
Evening, Mr. A. J. McLellan gave an address on ‘ Progressive 
Man’ and descriptions. 3rd, Mr. J. Wrench, adddress and 
clairvoyance. Sunday next, at 11.45 am., Mr, A. T. Connor on 
‘After Death’; 7 p.m., Mr. R. T. Jones, address and clair- 
yoyance, Thursday, 17th, address and clairvoyance. 

Hottoway.—GrovepDALe Hat, GRoveDALE-RoaD.—Morn- 
ing, Mr. J. Abrahall spoke on ‘The Perfect Life’and Mr. A. Vout 
Peters gave descriptions. Evening, Mrs. Minnie Nordica gave an 
uplifting address on ‘The Medium of Nazareth,’ auric delinea- 
tions and spirit messages. 2nd, Mrs. Mary Gordon on ‘The 
“Trinity of Man’ and descriptions. Sunday next, 11.15 am., 
Mr. J. Abrahall ; 3 p.m., Lyceum; 7, Mrs. Annie Keightley. 
Wednesday, Mrs. Alice Jamrach. 20th, Mrs. Minnie Nordica.—F, 
- PeokHamM.—Lavusanne Hart, LAvsaNNE-ROAD,—Morning, 
Mr. Noteutt spoke on * The Prayer of Self-Interest’ ; afternoon, 
{r, Underwood named the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Hackett ; 
evening, addresses by Messrs, Barton, Clarkson and Jackson. 
Sunday next, morning and evening, Mr. Alfred Vout Peters. 
Tt ursday, 8,15, Mrs. Jamrach. Saturday, 19th, Garden Party. 


ays, at 3, Lyceum. Tuesdays, 8.15, healing. 20th, at7 p.m., 
Mary Gordon,—A. C. S. 


VHITLEY Bay.—137, WuitLEy-RoaD.—Mr. W. H. Robinson 
an instructive address on *The Law of Control.’—C, C, 
#8EA.—LEsseR VicToRIA Hatu.—Mrs. J. Mitchell gave 
both morning and evening.—J. M. 
TER.—Manieoroucn Hati.—Addresses by Mr. Elvin 
nd Mrs. Letheren, who also gave descriptions.—E. F. 
—Marxet Hati.—Morning, Mr. George West ; 
Mr. ©. V. Tarr. Descriptions by Mrs. Vincent.—H. L. 
‘INGHAM.—MEcHANICS’ Lecture Hatt.—Mr. Warner 
ye addresses morning and evening.—H. E. 
.— 684, Hicn Roap.—Mr. Pulham kindly spoke 
whip” and Mrs. Pulham gave descriptions.—N. D. 
L.—16, Kina’s Square (orr Stokes Crort).—Mrs. 
on ‘Truth.’ Descriptions by Mrs. Angel, assisted 
odgekins and Thorne, Usual week-night meetings. 
,—HaWKSHEAD Haty.—Mrs. M. Gilbert spoke on 
id Labour on,’ and ‘The Meaning of Death’ and gave 
is; also on Monday.—H. I. 
Use, PuyMourH.—Unity Haut, EpacumBeE-sTREET. 
—A by Mr. Adams on ‘The Kingdom Within’; soloist, 
Mr. C. Frost ; descriptions by Mrs. Short.—E. D. 
PLYMoUTH.—OppFELLows’ Hatt, Mortry-street. — Mr. 
nd Mrs. Summers gave addresses, and the latter also 
ave descriptions,—E. Y. 

Sournenp.— Srance Hatt, Broapway.—Mr. Rundle 
ve addresses on ‘Prayer with Faith’ and ‘The Intrinsic 
sychic Phenomena’ and recognised descriptions.—H.R. 
3—New Hart, Braorave-street.—Mr. P. R. 
ke in the morning on * The Philosophy of Happiness’ 
arold Carpenter in the evening on “ Humility.’ June 
Street gave an address and answered questions.—M. L, 
LWICH AND PLUMSTEAD.—PERSEVERANCE Hatt, ViLLas- 
Mr, Moores gave an able address on ‘' The Meaning of the 
»’ Mrs. Peeling (vice-president) gave psychometric 
and Mr. Giles descriptions, —O, D. 
/END.—CROWsTONE GYMNASIUM, NortTHview Drive, 
-ON-SEA.—Mr. Horace Leaf gave an address on 
in,’ and recognised descriptions and messages. After- 
. Matthews and Mr. Grimes also gave descriptions. 
{ouTH.—Mizran Haut, WATERLOO-STRRET.—Address 
ometry by Mrs. Spiller. June 30th, Mr. Alcock-Rush, 
dd by Mrs. Alcock-Rush, lectured on ‘Canadian Experiences 
ry and Bong 2nd, address by Mr. Spiller, descriptions 
iss Jerome.—P. 
an on Pank.—Conrnen oF SHREWSBURY AND STRONE-ROAD. 

ning, healing service, Mr. A. H. Sarfas ; evening, Mr. J. G. 
spoke on ‘ Behold I make all things new.’ 3rd inst., 
mrach dealt with questions from the audience and gave 
jons.—A. L. M. 
ptH TeMpLe.—Vicrorta-roap Sours.—Mrs. Jam- 
‘addresses on ‘Spiritual Development’ and ‘The 
f Spiritualism,’ and descriptions On June 29th 
| Sunday), Mr. Frank Blake, of the Southern Union, 
| addresses on ‘The Soul’s Awakening’ and ‘The 
o il,’ and descriptions. Collections for local 
June 25th, after an Executive meeting of the 
nion, Mr, Ganibier Bolton lectured ably on * Mate- 
answered questions,—J, MoF. 


te 
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T. O. Todd gave an interesting lecture on * 
Immortality.’—E. C. 3. 


iii. 


CHATHAM.—553, CANTeRBURY-stReET, GrittIncHAM.—Mr. 
Foregleams of 


Duspve.—Foresters’ Haut, Rarreay-staert.—Mr. and 


Mrs. Taylor, of Philadelphia, U.S. A_, again occupied our platform, 
with splendid success. 
the interest of an audience, and his addresses appeal to the 
intellects and the hearts of his hearers. Mrs. Taylor’s gifts are 
retnarkable, and the societies who are as fortunate as we have 
been in securing her and her husband's services (while on holiday) 
will, after meeting with them, wish that they could have other 
visits from such splendid workers. —J. M. 


Mr. Taylor has the faculty of keeping 


A WANDERER IN SPIRIT LANDS. 


By SPIRIT FRANCHEZZO 
(TRANSCRIBED BY A, FARNESE). 


Cowrests.—This intensely interesting work depicts life in the Spirit 
Lands in a thrillingly intoresting narrative, by one who has tasted ite 
sorrow in passing through the lower planes to the loftier holiness of the 
supernal realms. It is divided into the following sections, in each of 
which descriptions of the circumatances of life under the sevoral headings 
are vividly portrayed: Days of Darkness—The Dawn of Light—The 
Kingdomsof Hell—Through the Gates of Gold—Final Happiness. 


A REMARKABLE VOLUME 


10p. POST FREE FROM OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 
110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


CREATIVE THOUGHT. 


> Being F 
ESSAYS IN THE ART OF SELF-UNFOLDMENT. 
By W. J. COLVILLE. 
A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK. 


4s. 


Some or THe Conrests.—Personal Experiencesof Mental Healing, 
A Practical Lesson in Mental Healing, Fnigmss Confronted in Heal- 
ing, Our Bodies : What are They ? How Shall We Govern Them! The 
Spiritual Man : His Powers and Privileges, True Views of Occultism, 
Power of Suggestion, Law of Attraction, Concentration of Thought 
and Control of Memory, Power of the Spoken Word, What is the 
Homan Aura? How Can We Develop It? Success: How to Achieve 
It, Sleep, Dreams and Visions, Dreaming True, Psychical Develop- 
ment, Genius, What and Whence? Religion, Science and Philosophy, 
Idealism and Realism. Human Unity througt acy Nations, True 
Liberalism, Chastening, Destiny, Persistence, Mental Suggestion, Its 
Place in Education, &c. 


Cloth, gilt, 296 pages. 3/10 net, post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


THOUGHT LECTURES. 
Br FATHER STEPHANO. 

Given by Automatic Writing through the Mediumsbip of ‘ Vita’ and 

* Mandola,’ two ladies who have had no experience or training in literary 
work of any kind. 

As the thought of one who has seen beyond earth's sorrows, it i# more 

especially a book for the sorrowful and the euffering; it is chiefly to 

help such that the lectures were given, and it is to them the book is 
dedicated. 

Fourth Edition, including Preface by Father Stephano. 

104pp. Price 10jd. Posr Frees. 
And a Foreword by MISS E. KATHARINE BATES, 


‘The dead are entering into competitive authorship with the living, 
“ Thought Lectures,” which were given by Father Stephano, who “just 
went to sleep” in Yorkshire, in the reign of Henry L., and haa just now 
been able to find a medium through whom to communicate his thoughts 
to mankind. has a great deal to say, and says it well.'—W.T. Srean, 
in Review «f Reviews, 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST, MARTIN'S LANE, W.0, 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


By SIR W. F. BARRETT, F.RS. 


Professor of Experimental Physics in the Royal College 
of Science for Ireland—1873-1910, 


This volume is Number 28 of the Home University Library of Modern 
Knowledge. The author, who has had the aid of Dr. Jane Barlow and 
other experts, deals successively with the phenomena of unconscious 
muscular action, * The Willing Game and so called Thought Reading’ 
‘Thought Transference,’ ‘ Mesmerism. Hypnotism and Su tion,’ 
‘Telepathy over Looe. Distances,’ *Phantasms of the Living and 
Dead,’ ‘Dreams and Crystal Visions’ ’ Divining,’ * Hauntings,’ ‘The 
Physical Pheno..ena of Spiritualism,’ and ‘ Automatic Writing.’ 

‘The case for psychical research has never before been so ably and 


so interestingly put for the average man and woman,'—* Daily News’ 


Cloth, good ype; 266 pages, is. 2id. net, post free, 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C! 
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